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Pythagorean Fractal Tree, bronze sculpture by Koos 
Verhoeff (shown sideways here) 
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Artists link disciplines. As technology 
makes us more potent communicators, 
what are we doing with this | 
responsibility? To become conscious o 
what we can enable, and how we can 
do this most wisely, is our challenge and 
our opportunity. For example, we can 
select to access planetsaving information 
and, through interactive mee, produce 
long distance learning materials and 
other persuasive and enabling media. 
Access to information on stewardship, 
community self-reliance, and renewable 
energy is now possible now that this vital 
information is being produced digitally or 
can be converted to digital formats. Thus, 
educators, communicators and 
multimedia artists can directly enable 
wise and effective management of our 
global resources. By marrying the 
message and the media we can create a 
globally sustainable future. For example: 


The Renewable Energy Development 
Institute (REDI) Library, was inaugurated 
at the Renewable Energy Invitational 
Conterence on August 6-8, 1993 in 
Willits, California. It gives open access 
to community seltreliance ieimalion 
through libraries. The sponsor, REDI, the 
same sponsor who hosted the Solar 
Energy Expo and Rally each year from 
1990 to 1992 and will host SEER 94 
July 15-17, 1994, pulled together over 
two hundred government and indust 
leaders in the renewable energy ae 
alternative transportation industries. The 
right time to launch the REDI Library! 


A 70-megabyte demonstration piece 
has been produced by David Spivak of 
San Francisco Multimedia Lab using 
Macromind Director. The REDI Library 
Demonstration Piece was conceived and 
written by Theo Ferguson with narration 
assistance by Allan Green and David 
Spivak. The three-part piece runs on a 
MAC iiSX with 1.2 gigabytes of ROM, 
64 megs of RAM, 16" video monitor 
and a 24 bit video card. We transferred 
the pilot piece on Syquest tapes. Each 
section is launched by clicking on a 
designated icon. 


Section 1: Earth Flyby: An overview of 
current cosmological theory is followed 
by a Carl Sagan-inspired flyby of the 


third planet from the sun in a remote solar 


system in a farflung arm of the milky 
way, as Stephen Hawking puts it. We 
experience serious planetary ailments 
such as an increase in the formation of 
greenhouse gases; global deforestation; 
global topsoil loss as objective realities 
through the use of Landsat photos. A 
dialogue between the two narrators, the 
show-me and the enabler personalities, is 
accompanied by a helically spiraling 
earth. These are planetary issues, they 
observe. They tell who is taking up the 
challenge, and how can the message be 
communicated in a timely, effective 
manner. The spiraling earth slows and 
we move in towards northern California. 


Section 2: REDI: Opportunify to 
Collaborate: This is the centerpiece of 
the three sections, the enrollment section. 
It unfolds as the enabler narrator gasps, 
something is growing! and a bee 
hugging complex of buildings begins to 
rise from an cakcloaked hill. The 
complex is the future home of the REDI, 
which may or may not remain virtual! The 
architectural rendering of REDI as a 
presence is punctuated by a six-yearold 
speed demon in a photovoltaic-powered 
bumper car, who gleefully floors her way 
from around the back of the building and 
speeds 500% enlarged right out the front 
of the screen. This playtul persona is 
REDI‘s Product Logo. Section two covers 
benefits from REDI's programs to all 
sectors including: sicciog 
entrepreneurs, regulators, standards 
el i planners, and each 
conscious citizen of planet Earth. 


Section 3: This section is tremendous fun, 
particularly for the audiences affiliated 
with REDI. This section is an assemblage 
of High 8 videos, stills, and animations 
from REDIs treasure of video 
documentation of the first three SEERs (all 
of which are available to you—contact 
us}! SEER historical documentation plays 
out on a backdrop of a magnificent 
Gaia in her full tribal regalia backed by 
Kilimanjaro and holding a living planet 
earth replete with atmosphere. From solar 
lectures and cookers, through the 
electrathon race in which the Willits High 
School contender streaks around the 
course, through images of all people 


who dedicated their hearts and minds to - 


solving community selFreliant problems, 


through the Homepower Booth, Earthlab, 
Real Goodsand—an object of awe, 
Sunseeker the Glider with a shalt of 
batteries and a skin of photovoltaics, it is 
climaxed by a High 8 video segment of 
the Willits solarelectric train. 


This pilot is a taste of interactive pieces 
to be authored by REDI on community 
self-reliance issues. Mendocino and 
Humboldt counties are moving beyond 
military cutbacks and the tremendous 
shift from a logging economy to visioning 
and enabling their local talent to export 
long distance learning materials on off- 
the-grid homes, energy efficiency, and 
the design and production of alternative 
tueled vehicles. 


The long-term, large scale benefit of RED! 
and REDIs projects is that it will set in 
motion organizing efforts to create an 
international institute for researching, 
developing and teaching transferable 
Ey and community energy self 
reliance. eae self-reliance 
activities offen stand as quality of life 
efforts in urban areas and the basis of 
survival in rural areas. A threatening 
specter looms as our global populations 
increase exponentially. Numerous UN 
Conferences have siddiessed the impact 
of the flight of rural people to urban 
areas. Through REDI and like efforts, we 
have a unique opportunity. By supporting 
the initiative of this rural town, we 
support the citizens of the north coast 
region to create a bridge to the rural 
peoples of the world, a bridge made of 
Se vitality, self-reliance and a 
culture celebrating nature, stewardship 
and each other. 


Seeking prospective long distance 
learning instructors, Internet jockies, 
multimedia artists, animators, renewable 
energy specialists, alternative 
transportation specialists, stewardship 
specialists, interactive designers, 
curriculum developers, librarians, and 
other talent to cause this effort to be 
effective. And you know how important 
your participation is, don’t you? So.... 


If you want to participate in the 
development of REDI, you can contact 
Keith Rutledge, 707-459-1256 or Theo 
Ferguson, 510-548-7490, 
tferguson@igc.apc.org. If you want to 
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Ylem Forum: The Fantastic 


Ylem Field Trip: Autodesk 


Ylem Forum: The Fantastic 
Wednesday, January 5, 7:30 pm 


McBean Theatre, The Exploratorium, 
3601 Lyon St., San Francisco. 


Contact: Trudy Myrrh Reagan, 
415-856-9593 


In “The Fantastic” we'll have the giddy 
pleasure of seeing many far-out media 
in the same evening, some of which fit 
no known category. 


Eugene Tsui: Evolutionary Architecture, 
architecture that rethinks building 
materials, building shapes and the 
relation of human structures to the 
biosphere. 


Black & White & Iridescence by James 
Ossi. Bubble sculptures! 


Investigating Light and Space, by 
installation artist Gail Gordon. A strange 
combination of the tangible and illusory. 


Randy Flick will give a presentation for 
Visions of Reality, a world leader in 
headmounted displays and other virtual 
reality gear. 


Realer than Real: Bill Henderson shows 
3-D aerial landscapes that the eye never 
saw. 


In the Lobby at Intermission: 


Bay Area Rapid Folders (BARF) shows 
folding-edge origami and Holography 
Institute shows its latest holograms. 


Friday Afternoon, Feb. 11, 4 pm 
4000 Civic Center Dr., San Rafael CA 


The tour is free, but reservations 
necessary. Contact: 

Jim Thompson, 415-821-9668; or 
jimt@ sunfse.ese.Imsc.lockheed.com 


Autodesk in Marin County is known for 
its affordable computer-aided design 
software, AutoCAD. Now it is 
developing an affordable virtual reality 


design tool, variously nicknamed 
"Cyberia” and “cyberCAD.." 


Mandala for Modern Med., neon sculpture by Lee Roy 
Champagne 


Continued from p.2 


participate in the development of the 
REDI Library, you can contact Theo 
Ferguson. If you want to put an ad for 
services as a multimedia designer, you 
can contact Larry Goldberg of Sequoia 
Technical Services, the authors of the 
North Coast Electronic Town, 
707-44ETOWN, sts@northcoast.net. 


Ylem Business Meeting 
Thursday, January 27th, 7:30 pm 


Contact President Beverly Reiser for 
more details: 510-482-2483 


It's the beginning of the new year, we 


will have just mailed the new Ylem 
Directory to members. You're invited to 
discuss ideas about new projects or 
directions Ylem should take. | 
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Knight's Tour Fractal by Ronald R. Brown 


Events 


January 1 

New Media Expo ’94 (Los Angeles) 

Expo will be held Apr. 12-14 in Los Angeles. 
Video phones, smart TVs and more. A blend of 
commerce, communication and (we hope) 
arts. Jan. 1 deadline for $150 discount on 
admission. Also write to conference organizers 
to see if art submissions are being sought. 
New Media Expo ’94, 300 First Avenue, 
Needham, MA 02194-2722; Fax: 617-449- 
2674. 


January 5-8, 10 am—6 pm 
MACWORLD Expo 


500 companies present the latest in Kacintosh 
technologies. Complete expo, $150; exhibits- 
only, $40 cash only at the door. Fee includes 
§-mo. subse. to Macworld. Ylem member and 
Verbum Magazine founder Michael Gosney will 
produce a Be-in event, Jan. 7, 7 pm-3 am.For 
discount ticket info, call Verbum, 
619-944-9977. MACWORLD held at Moscone 
Center in downtown San Francisco. Contact: 
MACWORLD Expo, Mitch Hall Asso., PO Box 
4010 Deham, MA 02027; pre-recorded info: 
517-361-3941 


January 5, 7:30 pm 
Ylem Forum: The Fantastic 
Details on page 3. 


January 6-9, 11-5 pm 

Digital Masters 

Digital art exhibit and auction to benefit: AIDS 
Emergency fund, Friends of Photography and 
Earth Island Institute. Sponsored by Adobe, 
Daystar, Kodak and Digital Pond. $4 entry, free 
tickets at Adobe booth at MACWORLD. Ansel 


Adams Center, 250 4th St., San Francisco, CA; 


Info: Bethany Baller, 415-928-2431 


January 7, 5:30-7:30 pm 

Ka-BOOM! 

BAVC/BMUG MacWorld Expo Blowout! A Bay 
Area Video Coalition (BAVC) and Berkeley Mac 
Users Group (BMUG) video and computer 
demonstration open house. Also, at 5:30-9:30 
pm at Bottom of the Hill Club, 1233 17th St., 
fans will gather for food and fun. BAVC, 1111 
17th St., San Franciscio, CA 94107 


January 11-13 

Multimedia, CBT Conferences & Exhibition 
and Interactive TV Convention (Paris) 
Where producers can meet industry buyers. 
Held in Palais des Congres, Paris. Info: Liliane 
Errera, 13th Multimedia and CBT 
Conferences, 2 rue d’Amsterdam, 75009 
Paris; tel. (33.1) 42 67 93 80; 

fax (33.1) 40 53 81 55 
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January 27 
Ylem Business Meeting 
Details on page 3. 


Ends soon 

The Mathematics of Change 

Performance by Josh Kornbluth based on 
mathematics. Magic Theatre, San Francisco; 
415-441-8822 


Exhibits 


January 6 — April 4 

Computer Art Museum Travelling Show 
(Portland, OR) 

Works on loan from the Computer Art Museum 
by fifteen computer artists include Ylem 
members Daria and Eleanor Kent. Hours: 8-5 
M-F. Note: Access to classrooms is limited. 
University of Oregon Continuation Center, 720 
SW 2nd Ave., Portland, OR; info: Daria, 
503-640-0525 


January 6-31 
Computer Art Postcards (Portland, OR) 


Postcards exhibited are part of the permanent 
collection of the Computer Art Museum. 
Included are nine Ylem members: Acevedo, 
Astrahan, Barta, Daria, Freeman, Guzak, Kent, 
Meza and Truckenbrod. Reception, Jan. 6, 11 
am-9 pm. Call for hours or appointment. 

Abaci Gallery of Computer Art, 312 NW Tenth, 
Portland, OR 97209; Daria, 503-228-8642 


Through January 9 

Please Touch 

Interactive Sculpture and Video-Art exhibit. 
Touchable fine arts; also, these electronic arts 
works: In Marjorie Franklin’s piece, World In 
Images, our movements in space determine 
the direction it takes. In Come Human, Spin in 
My Web, artists Beverly Reiser and Hans 
Reiser use sound, video, and computer 
graphics to create a program about chaos and 
order, real choices in the real world. In Ed 
Tannenbaum’s Do/Undo for a few brief 
moments, a real action is made surreal as it is 
repeated forwards, backwards, and forwards. 
In the alcove, The Flock, by artist Ken Rinaldo 
and technological collaborator Mark 
Grossman, performs a cybernetic symphony 
imitating flocking behavior. Marjorie Franklin, 
Bev Reiser and Ken Rinaldo are Ylem 
members. Regional Center for the Arts, 
Bedford Gallery, 1601 Civic Drive, Walnut 
Creek, CA 94596; 

510-295-1417 


All events and exhibits occur in the San Francisco 
Bay Area except where noted. Send yours to Ylem 
Editor, 967 Moreno, Palo Alto, CA 94303; 
trudymyrrh@aol.com 
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Janvary 26 — March 5 

Color in the Shadows: Bay Area Cyberart 
This exhibit critiques the now popular term 
“cyber,” and by association, the technomania 
that characterizes our current decade. Each 
work is a cybernetic construction, conceived 
not as a discreet object, but as a boundary 
marker at the intersections of art, science and 
technology. Artists represented include Jim 
Campbell, Paul Demarinis, Lewis DeSoto, Doug 
Hollis, New Kahn, Bernie Lubell, Peter 
Richards, John Roloff, Mark Thompson, Gail 
Wight. Curated by: Mark Bartlett. Lectures: 
Feb. 9 and 23, 7:30 pm. Nahl Hall, California 
College of Arts and Crafts, Broadway at 
College, Oakland, CA; 510-653-8118, ext. 198. 


January 31 ~ February 25 
Art /Science: Six New Visions 


Exhibit of Ylem artists Roger Ferragallo, 
Kennan Herrick, Michael McGuire, Myrrh, Carlo 
Séquin, and Edith Smith, whose works make 
use of science or mathematics in some way. 
Reception: Friday, Feb. 4th, 5-7 pm. Visions, 
(brief talks by the artists about their work, plus 
a survey of “Scientists Doing Art, Artists Doing 
Science” by Myrrh), Sunday, Feb. 20, 5-7 pm. 
Gallery hours:10 am-4 pm, M-F. Canessa 
Gallery, 708 Montgomery St., San Francisco, 
CA 94111; 415-296-9029 


Through May 
Holographic Movies (London) 


The Museum of the Moving Image is showing 
the world’s first two holographic art movies, by 
Ylem artist Alexander. These have movement 
parallax. If the head is moved from side to 
side, different views are seen and objects at 
different distances move in relation to each 
other as they do in real life. Masks is 
essentially a visual poem which stems from the 
ritual use of masks by primitive tribes, the use 
of puppets and marionettes, and the 
importance we place on the face as our 
perception of a person. 7he Dream (8 min.) is 
twice as long as Masks, with new techniques. 
(In his next movie, the image will project out in 
front of the screen to interact with the viewer)! 
Museum of the Moving Image, South Bank, 
London SE1 


Opportunities 


Deadline January 5 

Art@Large Billboard Art Competition 
Three entries will be selected to be enlarged 
and reproduced in paint on 14’ X 48’ billboards 
to be “unveiled” 2/24/94, and exhibited for 6+ 
months. 2D media, any size, proportioned or 
croppable to the 14' X 48' scale. $25, 3 slides. 
Art@Large. Austin Visual Arts Assn., 910 W. 
3rd St., Austin, TX 78703; 512-472-3826 
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Deadline January 5 
SIGGRAPH 94: The Edge 

Proposals due for alternative media and 
performance, Jacquelyn Ford Morie & 
Christopher Stapleton; Edge Co-Chairs, 321 
Elkhorn Ct., Winter Park, FL 32792; 
407-678-9600; fax 407-658-5059; 
the_edge.s94@siggraph.org 


Deadline January 10 

Electronic Media Mail Art Show 

ink jet prints, color copier, thermal transfer and 
any other electronic output. Selected items 
shown in the University President’s Gallery, 
until 5/94. Participants receive poster with their 
names on it. Juried. Send actual unmatted 
print (no slides), brief bio, method of 
production, type of printer, and SASE. Jim 
Gibson, Director of Galleries, Northern State 
ra 12th and S. Jay Sts., Aberdeen, SD 
5740 


Deadline January 10 
Impromptu 1994 
A worldwide, open subject, photography-based 
fax and mail exhibit organized by the Imaging 
and Photographic Technology Department 
Rochester Institute of Technology, Rochester, 
NY. Exhibit planned for January 2-17, 1994. 
Details: Andrew Davidhazy, Impromptu 
Exhibit, Rochester Institute of Technology, 
Photographic Technology, PO Box 9887, 
Rochester, NY 14623-0887; 
andpph@ritvax.isc.rit.edu 


Deadline January 12, 6 pm EST 
SIGGRAPH 94 Art & Design Show 
Proposals for interactive exhibits, art criticism 
essays due now. (2D and 3D works: deadline, 
March 2). Deanna Morse, Art & Design Show 
Chair, Grand Valley State University, Sch. of 
Communications, Lake Superior Hall, 

1 Campus Dr., Allendale, Mi 49401; 
616-895-3101; fax -3106; 
artdesign.s94@siggraph.org 


Deadline January 12 
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SIGGRAPH 94 Electronic Theatre 

Special call for HDTV stereoscopic animations. 
(Film & video deadline, Apri! 20, 6 pm EDT) 
Lucy Petrovich, Electronic Theatre Co-Chair, 
Savannah College of Art and Design, 30 
Falligant Ave., Savannah, GA 31410; 
912-898-8977; fax -1644; 
et.s94@siggraph.org 


Deadline January 15 

Birmingham International Educational Film 
Festiva 

Categories include: Fine and Performing Arts. 
Eligible: independent, commercial and student 
producers. Alabama Power Company, P.O. 
Box 2641, Birmingham, AL 35291-0665; 
205-933-7299 


Deadline January 15 
Call for Proposals 


1994-95 Gallery Schedule. Exhibitions, SFAC 
Gallery, 155 Grove St., San Francisco, CA 
94102 


Tribal figure, from holographic movie by 
Alexander. Shows a stone-carving set up in his 
holographic studio that was made without metal 
tools in New Guinea. He thinks juxtaposing old 
and new technologies is great fun. 


Deadline January 

Cindy Comptetition 

Formats: VHS, Interactive, Multi-lmage, 16mm, 
35 mm. Fees: $70-90; Interactive/Multimedia 
$115-140. Categories include: Interactive 
Video/ Multimedia. Association of Visual 
Communicators, 8130 LaMesa Blvd, Suite 
406, La Mesa, CA 91941-6437; 
619-461-1600 
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Deadline January 15 


International Monitor Awards 

Formats: 3/4" Fees: $115-155. Categories 
include: Documentary, Music Videos, Video 
Paint Design, Experimental Animation. 
International Teleproduction Society, 350 
Fifth Avenue, Suite 2400, New York, NY 
10118; 212-629-3265; fax: 212-629-3265 


Deadline January 17 
1994-5 Southern Circuit 


Six film/video artists will be selected to travel 
10 days to 8 locations and present one film/ 
video screening per site. South Carolina Arts 
Commission, Media Arts Center, 1800 
Gervais St., Columbia, SC 29201; 
803-734-8696 


Deadline February 1 

Digital Photography ‘94 

Cash awards. 2D images originating in a 
lens-imaging device and brought to 
completion within a computer. $15/ up to 3 
slides. Insured; 40% commission. SASE to: 
Peoria Art Guild, 1831 N. Knoxville Ave., 
Peoria, IL 61603; 309-685-7522 


Deadline oa vi 

VRST ’94 Call for Papers 

The Conference on Virtual Reality Software 
and Technology (VRST), August 23-26 in 
Singapore presents a high-quality forum for 
innovative virtual reality research and 
development. Papers, panels, tutorials and 
demos are sought on a wide range of topics 
in virtual reality. Papers (hardcopy), Panels 
and Tutorials must be received by Feb. 7. 
Demos due: Feb. 28. Gurminder Singh, 
institute of Systems Science, National 
University of Singapore, Heng Mui Keng 
Terrace, Kent Ridge, Singapore 0511, 
Republic of Singapore; tel. +65 772-3651; 
fax +65 774-4998; gsingh@iss.nus.sg 


Deadline Unclear 

Chicago: A Cultural Perspective 

2D, as well as computer-generated, multi- 
media, video. $5 viewing charge. Show at 
Lake Point Tower. SASE to: Altered Studio, 
312 N. May St. #2-L, Chicago, IL 60607 


Maine Emoto apn Workshops 
(Rockport, ME) 

Each summer, the Workshops hire more than 
60 “enthusiastic, energetic and young- 
thinking people” in paid and non-paid 
positions. Kitchen, office, studio/ darkroom 
assistants, AV/video/ computer technicians, 
directors and managers, instructors, 
publicists, assistants, translators, etc. 
Positions available at other times of the year 
too. Maine Photographic Workshops, 
Rockport, ME 04856, 

207-236-8581 
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Molecular Graphics Art Show 
Call for Entries 

Original works with a molecular theme are 
invited in a broad range of formats— 
computer-generated or hand-drawn, 2 or 3D, 
film or video. Accepted entries will be 
displayed at the Molecular Graphics Art Show 
at the 1994 meeting of the Molecular Graphics 
Society and documented in a special issue of 
the Journal of Molecular Graphics. Contact 
David Goodsell, Molecular Biology Institute, 
Univ of Calif, Los Angeles, Ca 90024; 

fax 1-310-825-0982; 
goodsell@uclaue.mbi.ucla.edu 


No Ylem Booth at AAAS 


The American Association for the Advancement 
of Science (AAAS) has no spare display space 
for non-profit groups this year. We will only be 
able to put minimal Ylem information ona 
publications table. To make a dramatic 
appearance twice daily to replenish our 
literature, volunteers are needed Feb. 18-23. 
Any Ylem member actually attending the AAAS 
convention could be a real help! To volunteer, 
please contact; Trudy Myrrh Reagan, 967 
Moreno, Palo Alto, CA 94303; 415-856-9593; 
trudy myrrh@aol.com 


Sculpture City International 

Call for Entries 

Eligible: electronic artists and designers 
worldwide. Part of an international electronic 
workshop. We will send and receive 3D 
models for Sculpture-Buildings—buildings that 
are sculptures, and sculptures that are actually 
buildings; buildings are regarded as sculptures 
to work and to live in. All the received 3D 
models will be assembled together to form a 
virtual “Global City”, sculptured by an 
international group of artists and designers 
(you !). All participants will receive an image of 
the assembled city. Exhibit, Gallery RAM in 
Rotterdam Contact: Menno Rubbens, 
menno@dutiq50.tudelft.nl, 
100265.1750@compuserv.com 


worldMedia Interactive call for entries 
worldMedia©, the international art magazine 
for electronic media, will be published on 
interactive CD-ROM as part of the digital world 
edition beginning January. Besides the actual 
electronic media-magazine worldMedia 
Interactive there will be also the worldMedia 
Art Gallery on the CD. Goal: to build up an 
independent platform for any kind of art work 
made with computers. Details: worldMedia 
Interactive, Redaktion Berlin, Gerichtstrasse 
23, 5.H. 13 347 Berlin; fax: 030 / 465 14 80; 
applelink: digitalworld . Contact USA: 
worldMedia interactive US, Seth J. Goldstein, 
131 Varick Street # 902, New York, New York 
10013; fax (212) 627 0129; applelink: IMAP 
AppleLink: Paul.Kaiser 


Needs / Offerings 


CARS 


Ag soni Offer Ends January 1 

Helaman Ferguson, Mathematics 

in Stone and Bronze 

New book about Ylem sculptor Helaman 
Ferguson. This museum-quality art book 
profiles Ferguson’s oeuvre with full-color 
photography and descriptive text. A separate 
section further explains the mathematical 
origins of Ferguson’s work and the 
technologically advanced equipment used to 
create his pieces. Pre-publication offer: 
$24.95. Make check to Meridian Creative 
Group. Before Jan. 1, 1994$24.95. After, 
$29.95. Meridian Creative Group, 5178 
Station Road, Erie, PA 16510; 814-898-2612 


Alexander 

This book is new monograph by Edward 
Lucie-Smith on the life and work of Ylem artist 
Alexander, one the world’s foremost 
holographic artists. It details the full range of 
his output from painting to his 3- and 4-D 
objects. Each book incorporates two silver 
halide holograms. Alexander is a British artist 
living in Santa Monica, CA. Generally available 
in Europe, but in U.S. only available at: 
Hennessey and Ingalls, 1254 3rd St. 
Promenade, Santa Monica, CA 90401; 
310-458-9074 and Arcana, 1229 3rd St. 
Promenade, Sta. Monica; 310-458-1499 


BAVC Workshops 


Bay Area Video Coalition (BAVC) offers 
Workshops in video production, post- . 
production, editing, computer technology, and 
multimedia. Premiere and Quicktime 
introductory courses. Write for Jan.-April 
schedule. BAVC, 1111 17th St., San 
Franciscio, CA 94107; 415-861-3282; 

fax 415-861-4316 


Concerned about “Double Illiteracy?” 
Schools in low-income neighborhoods often 
fail kids in two ways: Their graduates read 
poorly nor have they had access to computers. 
In the S.F. Bay Area, Safeway helps schools 
get Apple Computers. Send your Safeway 
sales receipts to a participating school. Also, 
Call your local low-income school district to 
discover how you can help. Consider donating 
your old equipment to a volunteer organization 
that repairs and gives them to schools or 
being a computer tutor. 


Humanizing Nil 

National Information Infrastructure (NII) is the 
proposed “Information Superhighway.” In the 
U.S., a National Initiative for Humanities and 
Arts Computing is being formed. This Task 
Force endorses the principle that humanities 
and arts voices are criticat—indeed equal to 
the recognized interests of the sciences—in 
the balanced development of the nation’s 
technological infrastructure. Right now, they 
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are absent! Those who feel the urgency of 
placing them into the dialog, please contact: 
Michael Joyce mijoyce@vaxsar.vassar.edu 


Lightfastness of Art Materials 

The American Society for Testing & Materials 
(ASTM) has come up with some new 
standards. One of them, ASTM D5398, 
“Standard Practice for the Visual Evaluation of 
the Lightfastness of Art Materials by the User,” 
is intended for individual artists to use on their 
own non-traditional materials. It describes how 
to prepare samples and evaluate the fading 
results. Send $15 to: ASTM, 1916 Race St., 
Philadelphia, PA 19103; 215-299-5400 


Marin Co. Lodgings Needed in July 

Jiirgen Claus, editor of So/Art Global News, 
and his wife plan to be in California for the 
month of July, and would appreciate a below- 
market house or apartment to rent. Please 
contact: Jiirgen Claus, Academy of Media Art, 
Peter-Welter-Platz 2, 50676 Koln, Germany; 
tel. (+49) 221-201-89-0; fax -124 


Multimedia Studies 

Multimedia Studies at San Francisco State 
University Extended Education is the first 
comprehensive program for the study, 
analysis, and practical applications of 
multimedia. Multimedia promises to give 
people of all kinds and classes the power to 
seek, learn, create and present information. 
This program is designed for artists, teachers, 
writers, media producers, trainers, advertising 
agency personnel, software developers, 
application programmers, musicians, doctors, 
lawyers, scientists. San Francisco State 
University, Extended Education, The New 
Downtown Center, 425 Market Street, San 
Francisco, CA 94105; 415-904-7700 


Stelarc USA/Canada Tour 


The Inter-Society for Electronic Arts (ISEA) 
may organize a 1995 tour of events and 
lectures by Australian performance artist 
Stelarc. Using bio-sensors, ultrasound 
transducers and photoelectric sensors, Stelarc 
turns his amplified brain waves, heartbeat and 
so on into a performance. To this he adds his 
own dance movements and strange prosthetic, 
robotic devices like his “third hand.” ISEA 
needs to hear from interested universities, art 
schools, theatres, festivals, etc. now to assess 
demand. No obligation. ISEA, PO Box 8656, 
3009 Rotterdam, Holland; tel. 31-10-2020850; 
fax -2668705 (c/o H. van der Plas); 
isea@mbr. frg.eur.nl 


Some calendar items reprinted from Art Calendar (the 
monthly marketing and career management journal 
for artists, PO Box 199, Upper Fairmount MD 21867. 
Subscriptions $32/yr.), Wired, Video Networks (from 
BAVC), \/0 (NYC Chapter, SIGGRAPH), Northwest 
Cyberarts, ISEA Newsletter, Leonardo Electronic 
Almanac and FineArts Forum e-mail. 
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Not many of the current members remember 
1981, when the Ylem Newsletter was but a 
fourpager typed on the electric typewriter at 
the Palo Alto Cultural Center after-hours. Or 
1985, when graphic designer David Healy 
produced our first newsletter entirely on the 
Macintosh, and promptly burned out. (The 
Mac was only 128K, a toy, in those days, 
and couldn't do anything swiftly, much less 
PageMaker layouts}. Or, Fred Stitt’s handsome 
Ylem Journals, and Beverly Reiser’s colorful 
Ylem Calendars produced month after month 
from 1985 to 1989 in MacWrite. 


Then, another graphic designer, Josepha 
Haveman, spent a year “professionalizing’ 
Ylem with PageMaker. By then, Macintoshes 
had 640 times as much memory. She bowed 
out by persuading Trudy Myrrh Reagan to buy 
her computer and giving her the blueprint of 
how to carry on! Trudy’s son, Russell, quickly 
mastered PageMaker and did another major 
redesign of the newsletter. 


Trudy and Russell Reagan have been 
producing the Ylem Newsletter in more or less 
its present form since January 1990 on their 
Macintosh IIx. Russell has streamlined many 
functions, making the operation much less time- 
consuming. A competent volunteer from Media 
Alliance donates half a day each month, and 
we pay a typist for about 8 hours of inputting. 
We have convinced most contributors to submit 
articles on disk or by email. Much of our art 
arrives on disk, though 50% is still hand- 
pasted. The final product is photocopied. A 
loyal crew meets monthly to mail it out, and 
has frequently labored to hand-paste 
holographic stickers, color xeroxes or stamp art 
onto it. In all, about eight people help. But the 
oversight, the responsibility for meeting 
deadlines and standards of accuracy and 
design still rest on Trudy and Russell. 


Another chapter is closing. Both Trudy and 
Russell must resign this year to pursue their 
professional goals. This is a chance for those 
people impatient with the newsletter to move 
in—an editor more “with it,” anxious to stay 
abreast of exciting developments, and a 
budding graphic designer interested in hands- 
on design and execution in PageMaker or 
QuarkXPress for building a porttolio. It is a 
gratifying task: we have the brightest 
contributors and readers anywhere. 


poem by Myrrh 
January 1994 


Software exists for passing page layout files 
back and forth so that the newsletter helpers 
don’t need to live near each other. Is there 
someone in the group who can get us up to 
speed on this, and stay with us until it really 
works? 


In this endeavor, nothing stands still. Down 
the road, Trudy foresees that artists will 
begin submitting work in new computer 
graphics formats her machine can’t handle. 
Power PC technologies will expand the 
capabilities of desktop publishing. We will 
need to confront the issue of whether to put 
the newsletter online, and how to maintain: 
our paid subscriber base as we do this. 


The newsletter is fundamental to our 
operation. It provides some of the glue that 
holds this far-flung organization together. It 
can be counted on fo provide accurate 
information regarding events and 
opportunities. It showcases members’ work 
and alerts us to new trends. Though we must 
move on, any change of format and 
personnel must be done well to preserve 
continuity even as we inject new life into the 
project. The newsletter is for building 
community, and you can help: 


e First, we need to know what is important 
to preserve. Those of you who enjoy 
receiving the Ylem Newsletter know why you 
like it. We need to hear from readers what 
we're doing right. 


° Second, we need input from those familiar 
with new technologies to learn how we can 
stay current and still maintain a low-budget, 
informal, friendly operation. 


e Third, we need new faces! Though Trudy 
and Russell will resign, they are committed to 
help with an orderly transition. At the present 
moment, they are looking for a co-editor and 
some trainees. 


A study group is forming to engage these 
issues. Join us, in person or online! Anyone 
knowing how to set up an email conference 
that anyone, no matter what kind of email 
account they have, can use to chat and 
compare suggestions, please contact Trudy. 
Meanwhile, members of the WELL can "g 
acen, topic 544" (Ylem), to leave comments, 
while others can contact Trudy directly: 
Trudy Myrrh Reagan, Ylem Editor, 967 
Moreno Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94303; 
415-856-9593; trudymyrrh@aol.com 
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Please send a 
membership 
application and 
sample newsletter to 
(me) (my friends) at: 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


Sample issue & 
application only (free) 


| | l enclose $ for membership (see above) 


Ylem is a non-profit, networking organization. 


Board of Directors Advisory Board 
Beverly Reiser (President) Will Cloughley, Synapse 
Productions 


Trudy Myrrh Reagan (Vv. P.) 
Gary Zellerbach (Treasurer) 
Eleanor Kent (Mshp. Chair) 


Theodosia Ferguson, Leonardo: 
International Society for the Arts, 
Sciences and Technology 


7a ae Nancy Frank, Frank Relations 
én hinaldo Nathaniel Friedman, Dept. of 
Larry Shaw Mathematics, SUNY Albany 


Stephen Wilson 


Roger Malina, Center for Extreme 
Ultraviolet Astrophysics 


ee Dr. Clifford A. Pickover, IBM 
Trudy Myrrh Reagan Thomas J. Watson Research 
Russell Reagan Laboratory 
Forums Sondra Slade, Synapse 
Trudy Myrrh Reagan Productions a 
Larry Shaw Fred Stitt, San Francisco Institute 
Louis M. Brill of Architecture 
Joan Truckenbrod, Schoo! of the 
Art Institute of Chicago Fermat's Last Theore, n = 3, 
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Artists Using Science and Te 
PO Box 749, Orinda, CA 94563 


Yearly membership rates: Mailing labels 
US Individual $30 of Ylem members 
US Institution $45 (about 250 artists & 
US Student or Senior $20 art enthusiasts) are 


available to Ylem 
members for $20. 
Info: Bev Reiser 
510-482-2483 

or send $20 with 
your request to 
address below. 


Canada/Mexico add 5 US$ to US rates; all 
other countries add 15 US$ to US rates. 
Membership includes 12 issues of the Ylem 
Newsletter & listing in the Artists Using 
Science and Technology Directory which 
you will receive in the Autumn. 


stereolithograph (3D output) of database designed by Andrew Hanson and Stewart Dickson 


Use this address for membership info./renewals. See below for newsletter editor/submissions address. 


Contributions are most welcome 


The Ylem Newsletter welcomes Ylem members art 
and articles, notices of events, exhibitions, etc. Art 
submitted must reproduce well with b&w copy 
machine. If you have done art on a Macintosh, you 
may send us a disk. Please include title, date 
created, medium and phone number. Articles should 
be 400-800 words long, preferably on a Mac disk. 
Send to Ylem Editor (see below). 


Ylem’s two addresses: 


Submissions and notices 
for Newsletter, write: 


Ylem Editor, 967 Moreno Ave. 
Palo Alto, CA 94303 

Trudy, 415-856-9593 
trudymyrrh@aol.com 


Membership info., any 
other Ylem business, write: 


Ylem (main office) 
PO Box 749 
Orinda, CA 94563 
beverly@idiom.berkeley.ca.us 
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